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TO 


The RicnuT HonovuRABLE 


Thomas Marlay, Eſq; 


Lord Chief Baron of the Court 
of Exchequer in IRELAND, 
and one of his MajssTy's moſt 
Honourable PRIVY Council. 


My Loxzop, 


a HE following ſhort Treatiſe, +. 
is particularly deſigned for 

thoſe, who are Maſters of 

Claſſical Learning, and per- 

5 feetly acquainted with the Beauties of 

the antient Authors, 
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F ToaPerſon, thus qualified I was de- 
ſirous to inſcribe it; and after the 


nr OSA Bo. 


ſtricteſt Enquiry common Fame hath 
directed me to You. 
I do not pretend to have the Ho- 


nour of Your Friendſhip; nor, can 1 


hope to merit it by this Performance, 


And, contrary to the received Maxims 


of all Dedicators, I will freely confeſs ; 
that, if any other Perſon might be 
found, whoſe Virtues were more uni- 


verſally owned and eſteemed, or of 


whoſe Learning and Polite Taſte the 
World conceived a better Opinion, 
Your Lordſhip had probably eſcaped 


this impertinent Application, From, 
My Loxp, 
Your Lo RDSHIP'S moſt bedient, 


and moſt Humble Servant.” 


R. B. 
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CRITICAL REMARKS 


UPON 


Gi lljver”s Travels, r. 


HE Travels of Captain Culliver, 
have been, ſo much, the Amuſement 
of both Sexes, for ſome Years paſt, 
that I need not acquaint the Reader, 
either with the Character of the Au- 


not forbear giving myOpinion of that Performance, 
and I ſhall endeayour to do it with all poſſible 
Candour and Conciſeneſs. 

Criticiſm, altho' ſo much decryed by the un- 
learned, and ſo injudiciouſly managed by ſome 
Writers, is an Art of infinite Advantage to the 


World; becauſe, it directs the Judgments ot thoſe. 


who might otherwiſe be miſked, as well to diſre- 
liſh Compoſitions which merit our Eſteem, as to 
approve of thoſe which are only worthy of our 


Contempt, 
aka The 


thor, or his Book. However, I can- 
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The Antients have received new Beauties fromm 
their Commentators; as Diamonds, rough from 


the Mine, derive new Luſtre from the Poliſhing, 
Horace, among the Romans, and Milton, among the 
Poets of our own Nation, are held in juſt Admi- 
ration and Eſteem ; bur, I believe it will be con- 
feſſed, that each of thoſe eminent Authors, owe 
many of the Beauties diſcernable in the preſent 
Editions of their Works, to the Labour and Lear- 
ning of their modern Publiſhers. | 
hoſe Errors, which aroſe either from the Ig- 
norance of Copyiſts, or the Conceit of Inter polators, 
or the Avarice and Negligence of Printers, would 
be handed down to Poſterity as a Reproach to 
the Genius of thoſe Great Men, if they had nor 


been accurately detected and reſtored, by the 


unwearied Application of judicious Criticks. 

This may ſuffice as an Apology for my preſent 
Undertaking. I am far from denying Captain 
Gzlliver his juſt Merit, or envying him that un- 
common Applauſe, which, I muſt own, he hath 
deſervedly obtained; | 


——— meque Ego Illi Detrahere auſim, - 


 Herentem capiti multa cum Laude Coronam. Hor, 


Nor dare. I from his ſacred Temples tear 
That Laurel Wreath he beſt deſerves to wear. 


| Roch. 


Yet, I think the World ought to be acquainted 
with ſome Particulars relating to that Perform- 
ance, which, as Jer. have eſcaped the general 
Obſervation: and may be a Means to inſtruct us, 
how to form a more equitable Judgment of the 
Merits, and Defects of that Work. 3 

I had thoughts, of publiſhing my Remarks on 
the Beauties and Blemiſhes of it, ſoon after its 


Ap: 
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ther than a Real one. 
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upon Gulliver's Travels. 7. 
Appearance; but, the Town was then ſo univerſally 


8 in its Favour, that I perceived, it would 
impoſſible to prevail with the Publick, to alter 
its Opinion. ä 


An agreeable new Book, is received and treated 


like an agreeable young Bride: Men are unable to 
diſcern, and unwilling to be told of, thoſe Faults 
in either, which are obvious enough after a more 
intimate Acquaintance. So that, I may at pre- 
{ent hope for more Attention to what I propoſe, 
than I could poſſibly have expected in its firſt 
Succeſs. 

In a late Edition of Gulliver, printed & in Dub- 
lin, I obſerve an additional Letter, from the Captain 
to his Friend My. Sympſom, which was never be- 
fore publiſhed. In which he complains of the 
various Cenſures paſſed upon his Travels, and 
particularly of that Part which treats of his Yoy- 
age to the Country of the Houyonhms. That 

ation which he deſcribes as the Sear of Virtue, 


and its Inhabitants as Models to all the World 
for Juſtice, Truth, Cleanlineſs, Temperance, and 


Wiſdom, are (he ſays) reputed no better than mere 
Fiftions of his own Brain; and the Houyhnhms 
and Y ahoos deemed to have no more Exiſtence than 
the Inhabitants of Utopia. 

I readily own, that if we were to judge of the 
Manners of remote. Countries, by the Conduct 


either of our neighbouring Nations, or our own; 


it might ſeem ſomewhat incredible, that Virtue 


could have any Kind of Eſteem or Intereſt in any 


Part of the World. And therefore, a Nation 
wholly influenced by Truth and Honour, might 
as juſtly ſeem a Prodigy to us, as the Speech and 
Policy of the Nations of Houyhnhmland; and fo 
far, it mighr appear an Imaginary Kingdom ra- 


| Bur, 
* By Geo. Faulkner, in 4 Vols. 
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But, as I think a good Author's Veracity, dug 
not to be queſtioned unjuſtly, which might hams 
der all profitable Effects from his Writings: An 


as I am entirely unconcerned, whether the Cap- 
tain's Reputation might be more advanced, by 
its paſſing for a Fiction, than a Fact; | ſhall un- 
dertake to convince the Learned, by ſufficient 
Teſtimonies, that ſuch a Nation as he calls the 
Houyhnhms, was perfectly known by the Antients 
that, the Fame of their publick and private Vir- 
tues was ſpread thro' ATHENs, lTALY, and 
BRITAIN; and that the wiſeſt Poets and Hiſ- 
torians, of thoſe Nations, have left us ample Au- 
thorities to ſupport this Opinion. 

The firſt Author I ſhall cite, is Chaucer: A 


Poet of our own Nation, who was well read in 


the antient Geography, and is allowed by all Cri- 
ticks, to haye been a Man of univerſal Learning, 
as well as inimitable Wit and Humour. 

The Paſſage, is literally thus, as I tranſcribed 
it from a very fair, antient, Copy in the Bodleian 
Library, having carefully compared it, with dif- 
forent Editions, now in the Libraries of Lord 
Sunderland, Lord Oxford, and St. James's. 


Cerfes, (qd. John) A nat denye 

That, (a) touchende of the (b) Stedes Count tpe, 

JI Rede, as thylke old (c) C2onpke Seythe, 

Plonge afoze our (d) C2yſten Feythe, 

Ther ben, as pe ſhull underſtonde, 

An Pie, (e) ycleped (f) Courſyr's Londe, 

Wher (g) nis ne (h) dampnynge (i) Covetyſe; 

Ne, (k) Letchere Bote. in () Sainctes Giſe 1 ; 
| 5 


(a) Concerning. (b) Horſes. (e) Chronicle. (d) Chriſtian. 
(e) Called. (f) Horſes. (g) Is not. (h) Damnable. (i) Ce: 
vetouſneſs. (k) Lewd Perion. (1) Religious. 
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Ke, feely Bquifer, Lyche (m) bzowdered Ape 


Mho maken (n) Goddes Boke, a (o) Jape; 
Ne, (p) Lemman vyle, miſhandlynge Bouthe, 
Ne, Women, (q) (B2utell ware in Sothe) 3 
Ne Flatterer, ne unlettred (r) Clerke, 
Who (s) Rychen hym, withoufen werke; 
Foz Upte, in thought, ne als in Dede, 
Was never none in Londe of Stede. 5 
Chaucer. 


From this remarkable 9 4 7 it is manifeſt, 
that the Nation of the Houybnhms was common» 
ly known to the antient Inhabitants of this Iſland, 
by the Name of STEDELONDE, or STEEDLAND ; 
And, that their Manners, which are indeed more 
copiouſly treated of by the Traveller, are yet de- 
5-474 with great Strength and Beauty by the 
bet. | 

It will be urged, perhaps, that Chaucer might - 
have intended thoſe Lines as a Deſcription of 
ſome European Nation. To which I ſhall only 
anſwer, that, Hiſtory affords us too large a De- 
tail of the Vices and Corruptions of other Coun- 
tries, to leave us the leaſt room to apply it to any 
Kingdom abroad : And I believe, upon Enquiry, 
it will appear abundantly leſs applicable to our 
own. 

Among the moſt celebrated Writers of antient 
Rome, we find, that the Heuyhnbms were held in 
the higheſt Eſteem and Veneration, both tor 
their Wiſdom and their Virtue. And of this 
Suetonius gives us a convincing Inſtance. 

From the Time of Auguſtus Ceſar, Rome was 
evidently in a declining Condition: The Num- 
ber of her Patriots was 8 ſmall, and the 3 

om 


(m) Embroidered. (n) The Bible. (o) A Jeſt. (p) Harlgt, 
(q) Brittle. (r) Parſon, (s) Doth Enrich, 
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dom of her Senate extreamly decreaſed. Her Con- 
ſuls were more remarkable for Intemperance, Op- 
preſſion, and Avarice, than for military Virtue 
abroad, or an exact Diſtribution of Juſtice at 
home. 

In this critical Emergency, there happencd to 
be a Houybubm relident at Rome; I ſuppoſe as an 
Ambaſſador. For, the Hiſtorian tells us, that he 
had a * Marble Stable, built by the Emperor, 
which was clegantly furniſhed with an Ivory 
Manger, and every thing that was ſplendid or 
magnificent: That his Robes were of the richeſt 
Purple; that he had a particular Houſhold and 
Retinue, maintained at the Emperor's Expence 
as Indian Kings and Ambaſſadors have with us. 

Out of a molt extraordinary Deference there- 
fore to the ſuperior Abilities and Qualifications of 
this noble Houybuhm, he was nominated to the 
Conſulſhip ; out of a View, no doubt, by his Con- 
duct and Example, to revive the antient Glory of 
Rome; and once more to make her the Miſtreſs 
of the World. 

Nor, can I diſcover from the + Annals 'of 
thoſe Times, that even the beſt Roman Taboos, 
(Conſuls JI mean) had for many Generations, made 
an equal Figure in that high Employment; or 
diſcharged it with halt ſo little Imputation of 
Ararice, Injuſtice, Oppreſſion, Inſolence, In- 
temperance, or Tyranny. How far our modern 
Middleſex Magiſtrates might be profited by ſuch 
an Example, would be a Subje& worthy of our 
Speculation z but, that being ſomewhat foreign 
to my preſent Purpolc, I mull decline it, 


Caligula, 


* Equile Marmoreum, et præſepe eburneum et purpurea 


tegumenta, ac monile e gemmis domum etiam, et familiam, ' 


et Supellectilem dedir, quo Lautius nomine ejus invitati, acci- 


perentur. Suet, in Calig. S. 35. Dio. Caſſ. in Calig. 
+ Vid, Ann, It. Caſp. Sl. Cap. 17, Sec. 84, 
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Caligula, as we are told by Dion Caſſius, fre- 
quently invited this Conſular Houybnhm, (whole 
real Name was Lunbuybnyah, but tranſlated * In- 
citarus) to Supper, and treated him with more 
Ceremony and Veneration, than he did the no- 
bleſt Families of Rowe. He had Oars ſerved up 
in Gold Plate, and his Wine in Golden Veſſels; 
and the King himlelf ſwore by no greater Oath, 
than the Health and Fortune of that honourable 
Creature; which was as high a Degree of Re- 
ſpect, as he could pay, even to the Father of 
the Gods. It is to be wondered at, indeed, that 
Caligula profited ſo little, by thoſe inſtructive Con- 
ferences, which he held ſo often with that wiſe 
Ambaſſador. But, we all experimentally know 
there is nothing ſo difficult as to mend a bad 
Nature; which is demonſtrable in the Conduct of 
Nero, who imbibed bur little Morality and Vir- 
tue, from the Wiſdom of his Tutor Seneca. 

And, that this Houybnhm juſtly merited the 
higheſt Honours that were paid him, is evident, 
from a Paſſage in the F Writings ot the admired 
Cowley z who ſays, that he took Incitatus, to have 
been a much more honourable Beaſt than Caligu- 
la; and more deſerving of the Conſulſbip, than He, 
of the Empire. | 
Dion Caſſius, whoſe Writings are of unqueſtion- 
able Authority among the Learned, tells us fur- 
ther, that Caligula aſſumed the Title of FCnize 
PRIEST of Jupiter, and having choſe ſome of 
| B 2 t 
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t Vid. His Eſſay on Obſcurity. Fol, Ed. Pag. 88. 2 
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the wealthieſt Families in his Kingdom to officiate 
at the Altar, he conſtituted a Houybnhn to be 
his Colleague in the Prieſthood; as well to aſ- 
ſiſt him in that Station, as to excite a greater 
Degree of Veneration to the Office, by the known 
Merit and Excellence of his Partner. 

In Imitation ot this memorable Action, it hath 
been attempted in ſome Nations to introduce 
Als into Offices of a like Nature, and, indeed, 


with tolerable Succeſs and Advantage to thoſe 


worthleſs Animals; altho', not extreamly to the 
Reputation of the Contrivers. Bur, it is the pe- 
culiar Felicity of this Nation, that ſuch an Ex- 
periment was never known ro be mado among 
us, by the Directors of the Prieſthood ! | 

Our next Teſtimonies are from the Writings 


of the divine Virgil. « 
That celebrated Poet, having beautifully de- 


ſcribed the funeral Pomp, which attended the 
Body of Pallas, the Son of Evander, who was 
killed by Turnus, introduces a Houyhnhm as * Chief 
Mourner. And to raiſe the Character of this ge- 


nerous Creature, who, it may be ſuppoſed, was 


the favourite Companion of the deceaſed Hero, 
the Behaviour of old Aces is painted by Way 
of Contraſt. | 

The Man is repreſented as led forcibly along; 
but the Houyhnhm walks lonely and diſconſolate, 
with a Gait expreſſing a ſolemn, but a noble 


Concern. Poſitis inſignibus It Lachrymans. The 
Man, by turns, bears his Breaſt, disfigures his 


Face with his Nails, and proſtrates his Body on 
AJ the 


* Poſt, Bellator Equus, poſitis Inſignibus Æthon, 
It Lachrymans, guttiſque Humectat grandibus Ora. 
| Virg. Eau. 11. L. 89. 
+ Ducitur interea ævo confectus Acætes, : 
Pectora nunc fœdans pugnis, nunc unguibus Ora, 


Sternitur et toto projectus corpore Terræ. 


Eneid. 11. L. 85. 
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the Earth, Pefora nunc fedans pugnis, &c. while 
the Houybnhm preſerves a becoming Dignity, and 
Majeſty in Grief. The large Drops roll filently 
down his Checks, but he is guilty of no extrava- 
gant Signs of Sorrow; knowing them to be as 
unprofitable ro the Dead, as unworthy of the 
Living. And the learned Servius on this Paſſage 
obſerves the judicious Conduct of the Poet in this 
Particular; who by * applying the Word ducere, 
to Acetes, and Ire to the Houybnbm, manifeſtly 
exalts the Character of the Horle, at the Expence 
of that of the old Warrior. 

This inimitable Author in the 6th Zxeid, gives 
us {ill a ſtronger Evidence of the Virtue and 
Piety of the Houyhnhms, by allowing them a 
Place, even in | Ely/ſjum, among the Souls of 
illuſtrious Men. Nay, he ſeems to hint, that 
the moſt perfect Degree of Felicity, and the moſt 
honourable Employment of the Heroes in EH- 
ſium, was to be a kind of Attendants, or f Grooms 
to the nobler Houyhnhms. Tfocrates, the Orator, 
aſſerts, that to ſerve, and wait on Hoaybnhms,. is 
the beſt and $ happieſt Office we can aſpire to 
in this Worldz no wonder therefore, that the 
Poet ſhould deſcribe it, as the ſupremeſt Felici- 
ty in the other. | 

Nor, was this a ſingular Opinion of that Au- 
thor; tor, Auſonius, who was Preceptor to the 
Emperor Gratian, affirms it to be an univerſal 
Belief, that the Souls of Houyhnbms nor. 

eni 


* Equus Lachrymabat, et ſponte ſequebatur Cadaver; et 
bene, cum hominis ſit Ire, Equi Ducere, Poeta Elegant ſſime 
Hominem Duci ait, De Equo, Ii Lachrymans. Serv. ad Lin. 85. 

fo — Paſſimque Soluti 

Per campos paſcuntur Equi. L. 650. 
— — Cura, Nitentes 
Paſcere Equos, ſequitur tellure repoſtos. Eneid. S. L. 654. 


FSirrorgoceus, ru . ν , WY 20% 600 Iſoer. De Bigis. Orat. 
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denied admittance into Elyſium, among the He- 


roes and Philoſophers z which. was much more 


than they believ'd, or had Reaſon to belicve, of 
their own Species. 

And this is manifeſt from an Epitaph wrote on 
a Houyhnhm, who, for many Years preſerved the 
KEY Place in the Emperor's Eſteem, and 
which, we find placed by the Poet, among his 
* Epitaphs of the Heroes. 


Go, and be bleſs'd where endleſs Rapture reigns 
With Steeds immortal on Ely ſian Plains, |, 


It is no eaſy Matter, to diſcover, whence the 
Houybubhm Nation derive their Original. Statins, 
in his Thebais, ſeems to be in ſome Difficulty, 
how to determine it. He mentions two of emi- 
nent Birth; Arion, whom he calls the Son of 
T Neptune z and Chromis, who is diſtinguiſhed as 
the + Son of Hercules, and acknowledged to poſ- 
ſeſs the whole $ Strength, Virtue and Courage of 
his Father. | 

However, in my Opinion, he ſeems to give 
the Preference to the firſt, altho* without the 
leaſt Appearance of being poſitive. Nor can I 
find, that even Captain Gulliver himſelf, who had 
certainly the beſt Opportunity to make the En- 

uiry, hath furniſhed us with any ſufficient Au- 
thority to aſcertain it. A Loſs, that never can 
be ſufficiently lamented ! 

a Lucretius, 


* — Solatia ſume Sepulchri, 
Et Gradere Elyſios Præpes ad Alipedes. 
Auſon, Epit. Her. 35. Juſſu Aug. 
-——— Neptunus Equo (et certa priorum 
Fama) Pater, ' "_ St, Theb, Lib. 6. 
+ Chromis Satus Hercule Magno: Ibid. | 
3 — Inlignis, 


Vicibug Herculeis, et toto Robore Patris. bid. 
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Lucretius, an antient Poet of great Fame, repre- 
ſents the Houyhnhms of ſo excellent a Nature, as 
to be inſpired with the moſt render Paſſions, and 
* wounded with the ſame irrefiſtible Darts of 
Cupid as ourſelves. Which Deſcription would 
appear abſurd, and unapplicable, it thoſe Crea- 
tures were not as admirably qualified, as the 
modern Traveller affirms them to be. | 

Beſides, he compliments them for their Learn- 
ing; and honours a Colt, which I ſuppoſe he fa- 
miliarly converſed with, and found of a promiſing 
Genius, with the Title of F Learned. The Beau- 
ty, and Propriety of this Writer's Epithers, are 
what diſtinguiſh and recommend his Compoſiti- 
ons : nor can we juſtly imagine him, capable of 
ſo great an Indiſcretion, as to aſcribe Learning to 
Creatures, who have not the leaſt Pretenſion to 
itz altho', that may be the N Cuſtom 
with modern Writers, in all other European 
Kingdoms, as well as our own. 

ct, leſt any thing ſhould be wanting to vin- 
dicate the Poct's Expreſſion, or ſtrengthen his 
Authority, + Solinus Polyiſtor declares, that the 
Flouybnhms have both Diſcretion and Judgment; 
and with this, the Teſtimony of $ Pliny agrees 
that the Wiſdom, and Art of human Creatures, 
are far ſurpaſſed by the © inexpreſſible Capacity 
of the Houybnbms. | 

I have reaſon to imagine, that they were, not 
only qualified to excel, but that they actually 
| ; excelled 


* ——— Equus florenti — 
Pinnigeri Sævit calcaribus ictus amoris. 
| Lucr. L. 5. Lin. 1074, 
+ ——— DoCtus Equæ Pullus, Lucr. L. 3. Lin. 764. 
+ Equis ineſſe diſcretionem et Judicium Conſtat. 
Cap. 47. in Not, 
Artes Hominum ab Equis victas. Plin. L. 8. C. 42. 
T Equorum Inenartabilia Ingenia, Ibid, 


* 
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excelled in all Arts and Sciences. For what can 
ſeem ſo entirely unadapted for dancing, as the na- 
rural Form of the Houybnhms, and the Diſpoſi- 
tion of their Limbs ? Vet Politian cites a Paſſage 
from Aphricanus, which intimates that they were 
abſolute Maſters of that Art. The * Sybarites, 
faith he, uled to introduce Houybnbms at their 
moſt ſplendid Entertainments; who, to the Sound 
of an Inſtrument, would raiſe themſelves erect, 
and dance in a moſt graceful Mannerz moving 
their Fore-fect with the policeſt Geſture; obler- 


13 


ving exactly the Time of the Muſick; and ſuit- 


ing the Motions of their Body to all the Variety 
of the Notes. 
France, having little elſe to boaſt- of, may glo- 
ry in the Activity of her Natives; yet, even in 
this Particular, we ſee Horſes have arrived at as 
great a Perfection, | 
Ir muſt have been for ſome very extraordinary 
Merit, that the Houybnhms were treated with 
ſuch remarkable Honours, by all the Monarchs 
of the known World. Þ Atheas, a King of Scy- 
thia, contracted ſo intimate a Friendſhip with one, 
that he permitted no Hand but his own to dreſs 
or adorn him. A noble Houyhnubm who lived in 
the Court of the Emperor Yerus, (but in what 
Station indeed I cannot poſitively affirm) was fed 
with + Raiſins dried in the Sun, inſtead of Oars 
and happening to die in Rome, was interred in 


the Vatican with great Solemnity. To 


* Sybaritz Equos in convivia Introduxere, qui audito Tibie 
cantu, ſtatim ſe tollerent Art ectos, et pedibus ipſis prioribus, 
vice Manuum Geſtus quoſdam Chironomiæ, Motuſque ederent 
ad numerum Saltatorros. 

Vid. Aphr. in Ceſtis. et Politian. in Miſe, 

+ Atheas, Rex Scytharum, Equum ipſe pexuit, et manibus 


ſuis ornavit. Alex. ab Alex. L. 6. C. 8. 


+ Equo paſſas Uvas, et nucleos in Vicem 
Hordei, in præſepe ponebat. Cui mortuo 


Se pulchrum in Vaticano fecit. Jul. Cap. in Vita Ejus, 


. Houybnbm, $ brought into Macedon, would permit 
$ | GC 


x upon Gulliver's Travels. 17 
To another, Adrian erected a Monument in 
Form of a * Pillar, on which he cauſed an In- 
{cription, and an Epitaph to be engraved, Ano- 
ther was Reſident in Rome, in the Time of Julius 
Cæſar, whoſe Hoofs were of a very unuſual Form, 
T reſembling the Toes of a human Foot. He was 
thought to be of ſo much Conſequence, at that 
Time, that the Empire of the whole World de- 
pended upon him. Univerſal Dominion bein 


e y the Soothſayers, to him who ſhoul 


e Maſter of that Houphnbm's Perſon. Cæſar 
took care never to part from him, and the Suc- 
ceſs anſwered the Prediction. 

It may be thought, perhaps, that he acted un- 
worthily, when he permitted Cæſar to ride him. 
And, altho' I will nor pretend entirely to jultify 
his Conduct, yet, even that ſlaviſh Submiſſion was 
no more, than Rome herſelf, and the whole World 
beſide, were guilty of, as well as the Houyhnbm. 

I cannot leave this Subject without taking No- 
tice of a Story related by Aulus Gellius; becauſe, 
I think it both very pertinent to our preſent Sub- 
ject, and worthy of the Obſervation of the Cu- 
rious. | 

Bucephalus, who was certainly a + Captive 


no 


* A*Ttovuuurt ya) aurw S- T&Qov — wa graue EG108, 


- eee? ETLYPALUATE emeYpurles - Vid. D. Caſſ. Xiph, Ed. a Rob, Step. 


247. et Elius Spart. in Vit. Adr. et Alex. ab Alex. 

+ Utebatur Equo Inſigni, Pedibus prope Humanis, et in mo- 
rem digitorum fiſſis Ungulis, Cum Harutpices imperium Orbis 
terrz Domino pronuntiaſſent, magna Cz ra aluit; nec patien- 
tem Sefloris Alterius, Primus aſcendit. Sueton. in Jul, Sec. 61. 

t That the Howyhnhms entered into a War, with ſome of the 
European and ſian Nations, may be concluded from a Paſlagein 
Livy,where he mentionsa Treaty of Peace between them and the 
Romans, Tarquinius pacem cum Equorum Gente fecit. | 

| Livy L. 1. S. 55. 

By Philonicus Theſſalus, and ſold for 13 Talents. Vid. 


Plutar. in Vit, Alex. 


9 a + 
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no Perſon to mount him, but Alexander; whom, 
however, he condeſcended to carry, more as his 
Companion, than his Maſter. His martial Spirit, 
and generous Friendſhip, were ſhewn upon many 
Occaſions, but they were ſignalized in this one. 

When Alexander was engaged againſt Porus, 
and too warm in the Purſuit of Victory; the 
noble Houybnbm, conſcious of the Danger of his 
Friend, (for I could not with any claſſical Proprie- 
ty call him his Matter) and * half expiring with 
the Wounds he had received, ruſhed impetuouſly 
thro? the thickeſt Troops of the Enemy, conveyed 
his Friend beyond the Reach of their Arrows, and 
then expired with all the Pleaſure and Conſtancy 
of a Hero, 

In Honour of which generous Behaviour, and 
to perpetuare the Memory of it, we are told, by 
Strabo and Ptolomy, that Alexander, having ob- 
tained a compleat Victory, built a City, and called 
it Bucephale, : 

Agreeable to this Notion of the diſintereſted 
Friendſhip ot the Houyhnhms, is a Paſſage in Op- 


pian, where enumerating their various Virtues he 
lays, 


Re: ToAsprioi TESOWVTH u CEVLY CUT ETAIPIV, 
Oppian. de venat. L. 1. v. 227. 


True to their Friend, by Love of Virtue led, 
Alive, they Guard him, and Lament him, dead, 


As allo in another Place, 


lx roig ft TEAAALR Quoc Tope c ,ẽẽ,; = | 
Hiacpry νον ]? ral qubee. αάẽ¹ ATP, Ibid, L. 223. - 
Unerring 


* Moribundus tamen, et prope jam exſanguis Equus, e me- 
diis Hoſtibus Regem vivaciſſimo curſu retulit, atque vbi eum ex- 
tra tela extulerat, illico concidit; et Domini ſuperſtitis ſecurus, 
eum ſenſus humani Solatio animam expiravit. 


Aul. Gellius, L. 5. C. 2, | 
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Unerring Nature, on the Houyhnhm Kind, 
Conferr'd a human Heart, and reas ning Mind. 


Which, to me ſeem a ſufficient Acknowledgment, 
of the high Opinion, which the Antient Greeks 
conceived, of the Virtus and Wiſdom of rhe 
whole Houyhnhm Race. | 

Captain Gulliver mentions the exalted Chaſtity 
of both Sexes, with high Encomiums, * The Vio- 
lation of Marriage, faith he, or any Unchaſtity, 
was never heard of. This ſingular Perfection, fut- 
ficiently diltinguiſhes them from human Creatures ; 
and plainly evinces, that the Deſcriptions given of 
this Nation in the antient Authors, cannot poſſi- 
bly be applied with the leaſt Shew of Juſtice, 
to any other People whatſoever. 

I might produce many Paſſages trom rheWritings 
of the wiſeſt Greeks and Latins, to confirm the Tra- 
veller's Teſtimony, and to prove, that it was the 


received Opinion of the World, many Ages be- 


fore he happened to live among that chaſte and. 
virtuous People, But, I ſhall only refer to one 
Author, whoſe Authority is unqueſtionable, and 
whoſe Judgment muſt be of great Weight wirh 
my learned Readers. 


This excellent Writer, is Oppian; who cele- 


brates the Honybnhms Chaſtity with as much Zeal, 
as Gulliver himſelf; and in his firſt + Book, ſpeak- 
ing of their Manners, he hath this remarkable 
Paſſage. | 
Exo au T1856 Quoiv, Tode xuUνaA a7:09), 
E; QaoTuTH Uf I Ty 8 eν,ELt N LEVEO:Y, 
Ax Ace, nddagy; Be epzyre wihpy;, OPP- L. 1. Lin. 239, 


Thus, almoſt literally, tranſlated, 


Pure from the Vice of ev'ry buman Brute, 
Their Guide is Nature, Vir tue their Purſuit : 
C2 Thoſe 


 & Chap, B.P. 359. Dub Edit, 87344 + De yeuag,one. 
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: «Thoſe lewd Delights, by Men ſo highly priz'd, | | 


To them diſguſttul, are by them deſpis'd : ; 
To Hymen's Rites none faithleſs, or unjuſt ; | 
None pine diſeas'd by Luxury, or Luſt ; 


Pure are their Pleaſures, as their Paſſions chaſte; 
Their Study, Health; aud Temperance, their Feaſt. 


And Clement of Alexandria, contributes greatly to 
to confirm this Deſcription of the Poci's; for, 
he ſays, the * Egyprians expreſs Generoſity of 
Mind, Chaſtity, and the Spirit of Honour, by the 
Hieroglyphick ot an Horie. 

The laſt Authority I ſhall produce, to ſupport 
my Opinion, is Homef z who introduces a Houyhahm 
ſharing the Affliction of Achilles, for his Friend's 
Misfortune, and with a Spirit of Divination pre- 
{aging the Death of the Grecian Hero. 


„ oo cots. oa _ I aoocd oot 


Tre A AAS cc, ux dravevbev Cores, 
Kazoov, & cee. Z2npvua 8e cb 
Oecu uατ SA K hp˙g pre, &c. Hom. II. 17. 437. 


Mean time, at diſtance from the Scene of Blood, 

The penſi ve Steeds of Great Achilles ſtood, 

Their Godlike Maſter, ſlain before their Eyes, 

They wept, and ſhar'd in human Miſeries. 7 ., 

= = - -'. - - » along their Face, 

The big round Drop cours'd down with filent Pace, 
Pope's Hom, 


And, as to their prophetick Capacity, He ſays, 


K „ = ww amo ,c 


W209; <5. AM ec aTw 
Mopo-jhov 857%, btw T5 x, de. O. Sah v, Hom, II. 19 L. 4%. 


The Gen'rous Xanthus ir- 

Seem'd ſenſible of Woe, and droop'd his Head, 

Then, thus he ſpake : The Fates thy Death demand, 

Due to a Mortal, and immortal Hand. Pope's Hom, 
But, 


1er. V* 5 + 


2 Aryoz lo AvSpecs Te x) r gHͤl¶ ou he e Ir. Bd he 
| Clemens Alexand, Strom, L. G« ** 


37. 
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But beſide theſe convincing Authorities from Ho- 
mer, Quintus Calaber draws 10 lively a Picture of the 
* Tenderneſs and Friendſhip of the Houybhnhms, as 
entirely determines the Argument in their Favour. 

I think Homer too wiſe an Author to write any 
thing abſurd, or ridiculous. And therefore, it he 
had not known it agreeable to Experience and Rea- 


" ſons that a Houybnbm ſhould have more Diſcretion 


and aſpiration, than even the Hero of his Poem; he 
certainly would noi have left us ſuch a Deſcription 
of the precipitate Fury of the One; and of the 
generous Sorrow and Sagacity of the Other. 

Beſides, what can be more evident, than, that 
the Houyhnhm Language was perfectly underſtood 
by the antient Greeks, as Iriſh, (which hath the 
neareſt Similitude ot Sound and Pronunciation to 


that Language) is intelligible to many curious 


Perſons at preſent. And if Achilles had not been 
intimately acquainted with the Houyhnhm Dialect, 
by his Education under Chiron the Centaur, I am 
confident, he would have found much more Dif- 
ficulty to interpret the Courſer's Prophecy, than the 
celebrated Poet ſeems to allo wo. 

And this I think a new Diſcovery, which the 
learned World, at leaſt, ought gratefully to acknow- 
ledge, For, even the beſt Commentators upon 
Homer, Euſtathius, Pope, Didymus, or Spondanus, 
have never been able to aſſign a proper Reaſon, for 
the Education of Achilles under Chiron. Bur, like 
all other Illuſtrators, rhey diligently avoided what 
required great Labour and Learning te explain. 

hercas, it is now demonſtrable, that, as our 
Engliſh Nobility intruſt the Education of their Sons, 


to French Præceptors, who are capable of inſtilling 


no other Sort ot Knowledge into their Pupils, but 
that ofa foreign Language; ſo, the only Deſign of 


Antiquity / 


Oude ue apCoro I aTupCros Aa οð MHD νννον H 


98 gt. Quin. Cal, L. 3. N 
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Antiquity in that Particular, was, to make the He- 
ro, Maſter of the Houyhnhm Language, in which 
his own Death was to be forerold to him. And 
without this Precaution, the Courage of the Hero 
in deſpiſing the Dangers which threatened him; 
the Strength of the Houyhnhm's Prediction; and 
the Poet's beautiful Deſcription of both would 
be conſiderably impaired and diminiſhed. 

It may indeed be objected to the generous Noti- 
ons of thoſe Creatures, that they ſubmitted to ſo 
diſhonourable an Employment, as to be harneſſed 
to a Chariot. To which I ſhall only anſwer, 
that, unjuſt or tyrannick Uſage is a much greater 
Reproach to thoſe who offer, than to thoſe who en- 
dure it. And, as we have Reaſon to conclude thoſe 
Houybnhms, to have been Captives, we cannot won- 
der that they were put to the moſt {laviſh Offices. 

The Antients were expert at inventing diſagree- 


able Employments for their Captives: * Some were 


condemned to draw Chariots; and | ſome to at- 
tend while their Maſters repeated in/ipid Ver ſes, and 
other execrable Compoſitions. So that, probably, 
the Houyhahms of Achilles, had their Choice of 
both Puniſnments; and, with great Wiſdom, en- 
dured the moſt violent bodily Fatigue, rather than 
the Torment of diſguſting their Underſtanding 
and Taſte. Ke 

And it may ſtill leſſen their Diſhonour, if we re- 
collect, that + Seſoſtris had even Kings who were his 


Tributaries, annually Harneſſed to his Chariot; and 
a $ Monarch of our own Nation, employed Kings, 


as Watermen to row his State Barge. The 


*— Captivus ut duceret Currus. 
Porrecto ingulo, Hiſtorias, Captivus ut audit. Hor. Sat. 3, 
Alex. ab Alex. L. 6. 
Edgar, the Peaceable, having his Court at Cheſter, was rowed 
down the Dee, in a Barge by eight Kings, himſelf fitting at the 
Helm. Rap. Hiſt. 


Reges enim, una navi impoſitos, ipſe, ad proram ſedens remi- 


gire cogebat. 


Williel. Malm. L. 2. C. f. et vid. Sun, Dunelm: et Brom. 
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. rhe laſf of the true Houyhnhm Race, which re- 
Macd in Europe, lived about the Middle of the fi- 


teenth Century; and was not leis famous, for the 
Honours conferred on him in France; than for ha- 
ving enjoyed the Friendſhip of the greateſt Wir of 


his Time, the learned Rablais. 


Hiſtory, indeed, leaves it uncertain, by what 
Means the Intimacy began between them : W he- 
ther Pantagruel, in his coaſting Voyage, touched 
at that Iſland, and brought him away from his 
native Country; or, whether Rablais himſelf, (who 
was the Gulliver of that Age, and almoſt as cele- 
brated for the Poignancy ot his Wit, and the Ex- 
tenſiveneſs of his Genius as the Britiſh Voyager,) 
having viſited that Country, prevailed with that 
Houybnhm to accompany him into Europe. 

However, thus much is well atteſted, that the 
Univerſity of Oxleans made him a a Compliment of 
the Degree of Doctor in Phyſick, by the Name of 
Foannes Caballus, M. D. and it is univerſally agreed 
by the Learned, that the Cuſtom of conferring ho- 
norary Degrees, which, at preſent, is in ſo great 
Practice and Repute with our Univerſities, was at 
firſt introduced and recommended by this ſingle 
Circumſtance. Altho' it is generally doubted, whe- 
ther many of our Modern HonoraryGraduates, have as 
much Knowledge of Languages, as good a Capaci- 
ty, or half as much Integrity as that noble Animal. 

Thus, have I by the beſt Claffical Authority de- 
monſtrated my Aſſertion, that the Nation of 
Houyhnbms was well known to the Antients of 
Greece, Italy, and England; that their Virtues were 
univerſally known and eſteemed; and that the moſt 
potent Princes of the Earth, have been proud of 


their Friendſhip. So that the great modern Tra- 


veller need be under no Manner of Uneaſineſs, at 


the Cenſures of the World, ſince the learned Part * * 
of Mankind, muſt, from theſe Authorities be ef- 
ö fectuallyx 


= 


* 


— — 4x 
-- 


* 


——_ 


. — * 
e * - 
6:58 — 2 1 * 9 N 
— - 1 #4 — - * 3 — E l - 2 
* * o 4 * on * = . 
FRY. < 2 # 5 OT 8 5 l n : £ r » . 
= 4 - *. # - 4 * 0 ; a] - * ” i 1 
7 | — I. . E ef _ 4 . F 
* 4 a s . þ * * K 1 
N «EE TP F x 7 \ * ING . 3 
he * #4" % þ 4 ? , of Eu. bt : * "2 3 U Va — 1 - F 1 
5 5 * — ; CY - F 3 3 '” oa” FLA. + — * i i 1 ff x 5 1 
1 * * * 7 4 ** * 24 8 the rx $I. o 1 9 = - 4 « pl c—_ 
as, 4 \ — on * * * * 2 e ite N wa 4 2 ow 
* * 4 * 1 q — oy _ A 8 1 1 75 
— * * | — = AF, . n * o Hoo = 8 7 3 — 8 C 
4 we y NO "Y 2 J 7 2 — + 3.4 E 8 — ( i 4 l 'T 
* * 200% 5 r 1 i. Eq 4 — 31 & * and be = = 
i; 4 . — — 4 \ Z ” q 
p w 7 , 
- " 4 n © #.. 0 , "I" _ 4 +. 4 
4 a 4 * 1 F q ae - by * 4 
=... 1 . 3 * 0 4 * 
N * 15 1 L . . } VF? & 2 = I. CY 
* 5 3 2 b "a 
: - 
& k \ 1 ub <A 
r 
* 4 
0 > o: 
* > 


* - 
=o 3 4 
E 2 4 [6% 
* * * 
\ * \ 
\ * 
* 
— 


* 


2 
— ry 8 
4 „ 
* V 4 
=? ö 5 * £ * 


* 
28. 
„ 
* 0 
= — 


4 


Expence of his Veracity, I will not determine: 


ration, altho' it might have ſome what leſſened his 
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fectually convinced, that he might aGualiy hay 22 
been an Eye-witneſs of all he hath atteſted, ..; » I 
know many, who believed his Account ofthe 3 
 Houyhnhms to be merely fabulous, and whoextolled 8 
his Invention, as, ſuppoſing ſuch a Nation to exiſt 
only in his own Brain. And, how far he might be 
pleaſed to have his Imagination commended, at the 


Bur, I think, in Juſtice ro himſelf, as well as the 
World, he ought to have prevented this Criticiſm, 
and frankly acknowledged the 'Truth of his Nar- « 


Reputation as an Author. 

I do not doubt, but this will clear Gulliver from 
another ſevere Imputation, which he lay under, 
for debaſing human Nature, by making Aen inte- 
rior to Horſes. Becauſe, in this Tfeatiſe, it is fo 
plain, that Antiquity differed extreamly from lo par- 
tial an Opinion; and, it is ſo manifelt, that the 
whole Hiſtory is a Fact, and not a Fiction, that, if 
we think Mankind diſgraced by the Compariſon, 
it is to their own Vices, and not to the Traveller's 
Relation, we ought to impute it. 

I expect that all future Commentators, will copy the 
Example 1 have given them in this Critical Eay; 
and hereafter, be at leaſt as ſtudious to ſhew their 
own Learning, as to illuſtrate that of their Author. 

I am pretty well aſſured, that the Fudicious will 
readily join with me in Opinion; and I mult own, 
that I think it the highe/t Honour to the Critick, and 
the ſureſt Teſt ot his Genius, ro demonſtrate. the 
Truth, and Exiſtence ot thoſe things, which the 
whole World beſide determine to be Fal/e and Hie 


titious. a 
Cambridge, April Is ; 3 
1735. | 8 
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